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6 IEQ 6.7 ACOUSTICS AND NOISE 

  IEQ 21 INDOOR VIBRATION 

 EXCLUSIONS None. 

 OBJECTIVE Avoidance of excessive vibration from building services equipment and 
external sources. 

 CREDITS ATTAINABLE 1 

 PREREQUISITES None. 

 CREDIT REQUIREMENT 1 credit for demonstrating vibration levels do not exceed the prescribed 
criteria. 
Based on the nature of the building, relaxation should be allowed in 
considering the acceptance of this credit. The applicant should provide 
full submission of the design and calculation to justify the relaxation. 

 ASSESSMENT The Client shall provide evidence of the investigation in the form of a 
report prepared by a suitably qualified person demonstrating compliance 
with the criteria given in ISO 2631-2 [1]. 

 BACKGROUND Excessive vibration in buildings can also be a source of annoyance to 
users. It is possible to mitigate against vibration caused by external 
sources, such as traffic, and internal sources, such as building services 
equipment, through good design. 

 

  
1 International Standard Organization. ISO2631-2. Evaluation of human exposure to whole-body vibration – Part 2 : 

Continuous and shock-induced vibration in buildings (1 to 80Hz) 
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https://www.beamsociety.org.hk/en_faq_nb_1.php

Water Use

Indoor Environmental Quality

EU 9 Energy Efficient Appliances

EU 10 Testing and Commissioning

EU 12 Metering and Monitoring

WU P1 Water Quality Survey

WU P2 Minimum Water Saving Performance

WU 1 Annual Water Use

WU 5 Water Efficient Appliances

IEQ P1 Minimum Ventilation Performance

IEQ 1 Security

IEQ 2 Plumbing and Drainage

IEQ 4 Waste Disposal Facilities

IEQ 5 Construction IAQ Management

IEQ 6 Outdoor Sources of Air Pollution

IEQ 7 Indoor Sources of Air Pollution

IEQ 9 Increased Ventilation

IEQ 10 Background Ventilation

IEQ 11 Localised Ventilation

IEQ 12 Ventilation in Common Areas

IEQ 14 Thermal Comfort in Naturally Ventilated Premises

IEQ 15 Natural Lighting

IEQ 16 Interior Lighting in Normally Occupied Areas

IEQ 17 Interior Lighting in Areas Not Normally Occupied

IEQ 18 Room Acoustics

IEQ 19 Noise Isolation

IEQ 20 Background Noise

IEQ 21 Indoor Vibration

#107. IEQ 18, 19, 20 & 21, For BEAM Plus New Buildings Version 1.1 and 1.2, what is the definition of
"suitably qualified person” (SQP)?


Suitably qualified person (SQP) is a professional who possesses the following qualification: 
• a corporate member of HKIOA; or
• a corporate / certified / full member of other International Acoustic Institution; or
• a member of HKIE (Building Services, Mechanical or Environmental discipline) with relevant experience in
Acoustic / Vibration Design. SQP should be responsible for the endorsement of the calculation and/or on-site
measurement report.

(Released on 29 November 2019)

#112. IEQ 21, For BEAM Plus New Buildings Version 1.1 and 1.2, how should the representative
sampling points be selected?


At least one sampling point should be selected to represent the worst-case condition for each vibration source.
The selected sampling points should be approved by an SQP. 

(Released on 29 November 2019)
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Circular Letter No.: 2020.168 (Revision 1) 
 
Issue Date:   5 June 2020 
 
Revision Date:  28 January 2022 
 
Application:   BEAM Plus NB Version 1.1 and 1.2 
                        
Effective Date:  28 January 2022 
 
 
 

Updated Exclusion Clauses for IEQ Credits 
 
1. Technical Circular Letter No. 2016.134 dated 09 August 2016 will be withdrawn on 

the effective date. 
 

2. This Circular Letter clarifies the exclusion clause for the following credits: 
 

Credits New Exclusions  

IEQ P1 
IEQ 9 

Residential premises, or Premises designed to utilise natural ventilation 
and without any fresh air provision1. 

IEQ 3 Residential premises, or Premises without any provision of air-
conditioning equipment. 

IEQ 5 Residential premises, or Premises without HVAC system. 

IEQ 6 Residential premises, or Premises without any fresh air provision1. 

IEQ 7a 
IEQ 7b 

Residential premises without any interior decoration, or Premises without 
any fresh air provision1 and interior decoration. 

IEQ 10 Premises with fresh air provision1. 

IEQ 11b Residential premises, or Premises without any future tenant (for example, 
single owner occupier premises). 

IEQ 12 Premises without any enclosed common area in the main circulation route. 

IEQ 13a Normally occupied premises 2  without any air-conditioning equipment 
installed and provided by the project proponent, or without any fresh air 
provision1. 

IEQ 13b Normally occupied premises2 without any installation of air diffuser in the 
air-conditioning system. 

 
 
 

 
1 Fresh air provision means any fresh air equipment such as PAU, AHU, FAU, FAP, FAF, etc.; and/or 
premises with fresh air louvers, etc. 
2 Normally occupied premises are enclosed spaces / areas where people normally stay there for more than 
1 hour per person per day on average. 



 
 

Credits New Exclusions  

IEQ 14a Normally occupied premises2 with fresh air provision1. 

IEQ 14b Normally occupied premises2 with fresh air provision1, or without any air-
conditioning equipment installed and provided by the project proponent. 

IEQ 16 Residential premises, hotels, apartment and premises where lighting 
installation will be provided by future tenant such as Retail and F&B3. 

IEQ 21 Not normally occupied premises2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Ir SK Ho 
Chairperson of Standards Sub-committee 

 
3 The clause “For premises to be fitted out by tenants, compliance shall be confirmed if the technical details 
and contractual arrangements with tenants in respect of lighting installation are deemed to meet the 
assessment criteria.” in BEAM Plus Manual IEQ 16 becomes not applicable. 
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